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Discover yourself andbe inspired
SRI Bestari International School
(SBIS) has begun offering an
in-house Master of Business
Administration (MBA) programme.
Principal Dr Wong Siew Chin
shares her thoughts on why it is
important, saying, “A few years
ago, during an MBAmodule I
pursued at Monash University
Malaysia, I had to answer a
question off a randomly
chosen card in a game.
It read: What would
you do if you were
given a chance to
turn back the clock
and do one thing

stream was always that it was for
the less ‘elite’ group of students.”
SBIS’ MBA programme aims to

cultivate an entrepreneurial
mindset among Bestarians by
exposing them to various
industries through case studies,
analyses of business strategies,
marketing, surveys, interviews
during MBA excursions and being
artistic. The MBAmodule is
compulsory for all secondary-level
students, who can be as young as
11 years old.
While the skills acquired

through the study of science
subjects is important, it is equally
important for children to grasp the
basic understanding and
knowledge of how a business,
organisation or industry evolves
and thrives. It encompasses many
aspects and entrepreneurship is
not limited to those who start
organisations or ventures. More
than anything, an entrepreneur is
someone who can add value,
whether she creates something
herself or as part of a company.
Since the inception of SBIS, Year

Dr Wong presenting a token
of appreciation to SBIS alumnus
Cheong after his sharing
session with young Bestarians.

7 Bestarians have been exposed to
various industries such as
entertainment, food and beverage,
e-commerce and more. The
students gain in-depth knowledge
of each industry through the
understanding of value
proposition, SWOT analysis,
research and, most importantly,
interviews with aspiring founders.
Bestarians are considered

privileged indeed to receive real-
life guidance from entrepreneurs
such as Inside Scoop founder
Edmund Tan, The Next Academy
founder Josh Teng, FAVE
co-founder Yeoh Chen Chow and,
most recently, Xin Fu Tang master
franchisor Dereck Cheong, who
was also a Bestarian.

Unsurprisingly, amid the current
bubble tea craze, young Bestarians
were especially excited to learn
from Cheong.
“The fun portion of the

programme was when Bestarians
were able to get free samples of
several products, including a few
ice cream flavours from Inside
Scoop and bubble tea. We are truly
grateful to the entrepreneurs for
their support and willingness to
take time out of their busy days to
share their life stories with
Bestarians. It meant a lot to us as
we know that Bestarians were
inspired through this session and
it was worth the effort,” says
Dr Wong.
SBIS’ first intake was in

September 2017. The school moved
into its new complex in September
this year. The new buildings
feature state-of-the-art facilities
such as ICT suites, a Hall of Arts, a
large multipurpose hall, fully
equipped science and culinary arts
laboratories, music and dance
studios, a swimming pool, an
indoor playground, a modern
library and purpose-built
classrooms for 21st century
teaching and learning.

n For more information, call SBIS
at 011-5139 7866 or 03-6273 1072.

PDB recently held its Petronas StreetSmart programme at SMK Sanzac, Sabah.

Lives are at stake, the text or call canwait
ONE thing that has remained
unchanged in the last five years is
that road accidents continue to be
among the top five causes of death.
The Department of Statistics

Malaysia notes that in 2017, road
accidents were the principal cause
of death for people between 15 and
40 years old, while in 2016 it was
the third highest percentage for
premature deaths.
The Bukit Aman Traffic

Investigation and Enforcement
Department recorded more than
400,000 road accidents in 2017, the
result of which over 6,000 people
died. That averages to more than
1,000 accidents and about 16
deaths daily.
It is unfortunate because road

accidents are avoidable. Often,
collisions are caused by human
error. All it takes is just one
irresponsible act to put lives at risk,
such as answering a call or
replying to a text. Changing unsafe
driving behaviour calls for a
change of mindset.
The Petronas StreetSmart

programme, a corporate social
responsibility initiative by Petronas
Dagangan Berhad (PDB), aims to
instil a safety-first mindset.
“Road safety is of utmost concern

to us, given that we are in the
business of fuelling our customers’
everyday journey. Petronas
StreetSmart is our grassroots
programme to embed a safety-first
mindset among the youth to be
responsible on the road,” says PDB
managing director and chief
executive officer Datuk Seri Syed

Zainal Abidin Syed Mohd Tahir.
Introduced in 2013, the half-day

programme is carried out in
collaboration with the Petronas
Science Discovery Centre
(Petrosains) and Road Safety
Department (JKJR), offering
theoretical and practical
approaches for students to grasp
the importance of road safety.
JKJR further reinforces the

message by sharing real-life
incidents and providing the
students road safety tips. Modules
related to science, technology,
engineering and mathematics
(STEM) were also crafted to engage

students in a fun yet informative
way to better understand road
safety issues.
One such activity is the smart car

model challenge, in which
secondary school students use
basic coding to programme a car to
complete a route without breaking
road safety rules.
“It was quite tough to get the

coding correct, but we learnt a lot
about how to stay safe on the
road,” said Hanisah, 14, who took
part in the programme held at SMK
Sanzac (Sabah) recently.
Primary school students on the

other hand learnt to develop a lit

device using micro:bit technology
in the Be Bright, Be Seen activity.
This can be pinned on their shirts
or bags to provide extra visibility
on the road, especially in the dark.
To date, the Petronas StreetSmart

programme has educated almost
5,000 students frommore than 50
schools across the nation. This
year, PDB reached out to six
schools in Sabah, Perlis and Negeri
Sembilan, enlightening about 600
students.
Despite knowing about road

safety, children are still susceptible
to risks when left without adult
supervision, such as when crossing

the road, waiting for the bus or
cycling home. A shift in mindset is
all it takes for us to learn to be
more responsible, considerate and
patient drivers, focus more on the
road and our surroundings instead
of our phones, and constantly
remind ourselves like broken
records that in all we do, safety
should always come first.
This is perhaps the most basic

yet powerful measure we can
adopt, and at no cost, too! We
should do what we can to change
the tragic statistics. Your phone call
can wait for now.
Those interested in the Petronas

StreetSmart programme can visit
the exhibition at the ground floor
of i-City, Shah Alam from 10am to
10pm. Entrance is free.

n For more information, visit
www.petronasstreetsmart.com.my

Dr Wong Siew Chin
SBIS Principal

you like to do?
“I answered: I wish there had

been a platform for me when I
was a student that exposed and
connected me to the real world, so
I could understand and apply the
best aspects of the subjects offered
in arts stream education, such
as business studies, accounting
and marketing. In Form Four,
I was placed in
the science
stream by
default,
and the
perception
of the arts
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PDB managing director and chief
executive officer Syed Zainal
Abidin.


