
constraints faced,” says Dr Wong.
The lockdown period under the Movement

Control order has once again reminded us
that beyond the digital equity, the motivation
to learn is driven mainly by the effort of the
teacher in making each contact point
meaningful in the progress of learning and
fundamentally grounded on their
commitment to do their very best for their
students, often above and beyond the call of
duty.

n For enquiries about SBIS’ next intake,
contact the admissions and marketing
department at 03-6263 9923 (ext. 201/209) or
email info_sbis@bestari.edu.my
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Embracing e-learning
amidCovid-19

THE coronavirus pandemic emerged in an
unexpected way and continues to spread.
School closures in an effort to minimise the
spread of the disease has undoubtedly
impacted children’s learning progress.
Schools, teachers and students around the
globe who already have the digital equity
and are equipped with virtual learning
environment platforms seem to have
adapted to the change well, gravitating
towards e-learning much better than the rest.
Amidst the Covid-19 outbreak, more

education technology companies have
stepped forward to offer free online
resources and free trial of video conferencing
services, such as Zoom helping educators
reach their students virtually. Other
companies, including telco companies such
as Maxis and Digi, have been offering free
additional mobile data for users, especially
during the movement control order (MCO)
period, which has supported e-learning
development.
Sri Bestari International School (SBIS), the

new subsidiary of Land and General Berhad’s
education arm, places great emphasis on
technology as part of its STEAM (science,
technology, engineering, arts and
mathematics) philosophy. SBIS has
incorporated a virtual learning environment
platform since the school commenced
operations in 2017 with the aim to support
the evolvement of digital education via
Apple’s One to One initiative for all
secondary students, interactive smartboards,
fully equipped ICT Suites and Broadcast
Green Screen Lounge for all Bestarians
ranging from early years to secondary years.
At this unprecedented moment, to ensure

students continue to embrace the momentum
in learning, one can concur that successful
delivery lies beyond just the availability of
technology equity or tools – computers,
Internet connection, e-learning platform and
resources. As a school, it is of pivotal
importance that the team comes together to
tweak several lesson plans, be creative and
resourceful to ensure more engaging and
interactive mode of learning, keep close
communication with parents, conduct

quizzes, monitor students’ progress and
work through additional tutorial classes
during the MCO.
It is a team effort by the Heads of School,

teachers and administrative team to ensure
learning takes place despite the MCO.
Teachers share interesting games and
applications that enable them to create
online games in line with the intended
learning outcomes.
To ensure lessons are according to the

usual timetable, teachers work closely on
WhatsApp group to monitor students’
attendance and participation during online
lessons. Subject teachers alert respective
tutors, who are guardians of the children at

school, to keep parents informed of the
children’s virtual absenteeism and to
understand why a child was absent.
Some teachers go as far as to share how

they manage and personalise engagement by
ensuring that each student answers assigned
questions, so that no one is left out in
distance learning. I have seen teachers scan
students’ exam papers and send them to the
students via email for discussion purposes.
Other teachers conduct one-on-one tutorials
to ensure the students are progressing as
needed. “It is great to see that group projects,
such as the SBIS e-newsletter which is
produced by the seniors, were submitted
within established deadlines despite the

Learning still goes on during the global Covid-19 crisis thanks to e-learning, which SBIS has incorporated into its syllabus since its inception
in 2017.

Dr Wong Siew Chin
Principal of SBIS
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